
MINUTES 
 

AROOSTOOK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2024 – 1:00 PM 

FORT KENT REGISTRY OF DEEDS – FIRST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Present: 
Paul J. Underwood, Chair, County Commissioner  
Norman L. Fournier, County Commissioner 
Ryan D. Pelletier, County Administrator 
Tammy Pelletier, Operations Assistant 
Steve Pelletier, ARPA Program Administrator-Zoom  
Paul Bernier, Community Services Director 
Peter Johnson, Sheriff 
Erica Pelletier, Chief Deputy 
 
ART. 1.  Commissioner Paul Underwood called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
ART. 2.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ART. 3.   No public comment.          
 
ART. 4.  Mr. Ryan Pelletier requested the following addition to Article 25 (C) Legislative 

Report:  To consider a letter of opposition for the ARPA Interim Final Rule. 
  
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the agenda 
as amended. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 

 
ART. 5. Commissioner Underwood entertained a motion for approval of the April 17, 2024 

Commissioners’ Meeting minutes. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the meeting 

minutes of April 17, 2024. 
 

VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 6. The County Commissioners approved and signed the following: 

 
 A) Attendance record. 
 B) Bills and warrants. 
   

 
 



ART. 7. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration the appointments to the NMDC 
Board for general membership (2) and unorganized territory (1).    

 
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approved the re-
appointment of Martin Dionne for Unorganized Territory; and the re-appointment of 
Norman Fournier and William Dobbins for General Membership. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 8. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration the ratification of the purchase of $50 

gift cards for the members of the Finance Committee. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to ratify the purchase of 

$50 gift cards for the Finance Committee. 
 

VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 9. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration the rescheduling of the Tax 

Abatement hearing in the matter of Cassidy Holdings LLC v. City of Caribou.  July 8 
or July 9 were proposed dates.  The date will be confirmed with Commissioner 
Dobbins and the parties will be notified of the rescheduled date. 

 
 No motion necessary.   
 
ART. 10. Ms. Tammy Pelletier presented for consideration an update on the Spirit of America 

celebration for May 17.   The event will be at the Northeastland with about 35 
guests.   

 
ART. 11.  Mr. Ryan Pelletier and Mr. Steve Pelletier presented an update on the finalized ARPA 

allocations.   Unobligated/available funds are being requested for 5 projects: 1) Rain 
Gutter Replacement – Sheriff Building; 2) Walk-in Freezer Replacement; 3) Exterior 
Brick Work Repairs – Sheriff Building; 4) Exterior Trim/white painting – Houlton 
Superior Court Building; 5) Condensate Tank Replacement – Jail. 

 
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the 
allocation of unobligated funds to the 5 projects as noted. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 12. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented, on behalf of Ms. Dana Gendreau, the 2024 first quarter 

financial reports. 
  
  
 



 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the 2024 first 

quarter financial reports. 
 

VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 13. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration the 2024-2025 Tax Commitment, due 

date, and interest rate for the 2024-2025 County taxes. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood  to approve the 2024-

2025 Tax Commitment, due date, and interest rate for the 2024-2025 County taxes. 
 

VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 14.  Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) year fire protection 

agreement with the municipality of Reed Plantation for services in Bancroft. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 

year fire protection agreement with the municipality of Reed Plantation for services 
in Bancroft. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 15. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) year fire protection 

agreement with the Town of Eagle Lake for services in T15R6. 
  
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 
year fire protection agreement with the Town of Eagle Lake for services in T15R6. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 16.   Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) year fire protection 

agreement with the Town of Madawaska for services in Baie Creuse. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 

year fire protection agreement with the Town of Madawaska for services in Baie 
Creuse. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 



ART. 17. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the one (1) year animal control 
agreement with the Town of Mapleton for services in T11R4 (Scopan). 

 
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the one (1) 
year animal control agreement with the Town of Mapleton for services in T11R4 
(Scopan). 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 18. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) year fire protection 

agreement with the Town of Masardis for T10R6, T8R5, T9R5, T8R4 Townships. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 

year fire protection agreement with the Town of Masardis for T10R6, T8R5, T9R5, 
T8R4 Townships. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 19. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) fire protection agreement 

with the Town of Masardis for services in Oxbow North. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 

fire protection agreement with the Town of Masardis for services in Oxbow North. 
 

VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 20. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration the three (3) year snow removal 

contract with the Town of New Canada for services in Cross Lake. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the three (3) 

year snow removal contract with the Town of New Canada for services in Cross 
Lake. 

 
 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 21. Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the recommissions of Deputy 

Adam Bouchard and Deputy Caleb Jandreau. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the 

recommissions of Deputy Adam Bouchard and Deputy Caleb Jandreau. 
 



 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 22. Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the hiring recommendation of 

Forrest Dudley as full-time Patrol Commander. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the hiring of 

Forrest Dudley as full-time Patrol Commander. 
 
 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 23. Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the hiring recommendation of 

Jacob True as full-time Deputy. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the hiring of 

Jacob True as full-time Deputy. 
 
 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 24. Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the hiring recommendation of 

Cassandra Arledge as part-time Communications Specialist. 
 

 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the hiring of 

Cassandra Arledge as part-time Communications Specialist. 
 
 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 25. County Commissioner’s Report 
 
 Commissioner Fournier reported that claims were up for last month, bringing the 

total open cases to 203 within the last 3 years.  Reserves are at $500,000.   
 
 $4 million was allocated to jail MAT funding.  The Jail Professional Council is working 

out how the money will be distributed, either based on their application, or the # of 
prisoners in the jail.  Some counties did not apply.  Aroostook is estimated to 
receive $125,000.  16 new State Trooper positions were approved with 2 being 
allocated to Aroostook.  Governor Mills would not sign 35 bills. 

 
Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration letters of opposition to Senator 
Susan Collins and Senator Angus King to oppose the Congressional Review Act joint 
resolution of disapproval of the Obligation Interim Final Rule published by the U.S. 
Department of Treasury in November 2023.   This would change flexibilities that the 
counties have around the use and re-obligation of funds.   

  



 MOTION: 
 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the letters of 

opposition to Senator Collins and Senator King regarding the ARPA Interim Final 
Rule. 

 
 VOTE: 
 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 26. Other Business 
 
 No other business. 
 
ART. 27. At 1:58pm, the following motion was made by Norman Fournier and seconded by 

Paul Underwood: 
 
 “I move that we enter Executive Session pursuant to Title 1 MRSA 405(6)(D) to 

discuss labor negotiations with the National Correction Employee’s Union and Title 
1 MRSA 405(6)(A) to discuss employee resignations/retirements.” 

 
Upon return from Executive Session at 2:13pm, Norman Fournier moved to approve 
the three (3) year contract with the National Correction Employee’s Union, 
seconded by Paul Underwood. 
 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 28.  Adjournment. 

  
 MOTION: 

A motion was made by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to adjourn 
the meeting at 2:14 pm. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
 
ATTEST:  A True Copy     ____________________________________ 
of Commissioners’ Meeting     
        ____________________________________   
                                                                             

                                                                                        ____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Ryan D. Pelletier               AROOSTOOK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
County Administrator      DATE:  June 18, 2024 







































Adult Use Cannabis 
Businesses and the 

Maine Land Use 
Planning Commission

2024

For More Information
Contact the LUPC office that serves your area

AUGUSTA OFFICE
18 Elkins Lane, 4th Floor
22 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0022

NORTHERN OFFICE
Serving  most of Aroostook County and Northern 
Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties
45 Radar Road
Ashland, ME 04732-3600

DOWNEAST OFFICE
Serving Hancock, Kennebec, Knox, Lincoln, Sagadahoc, 
and Waldo Counties; most of Washington County; and all 
coastal islands in LUPC service area
106 Hogan Road, Suite 8
Bangor, ME 04401

EASTERN OFFICE
Serving southern Penobscot and Aroostook Counties, 
and portions of Piscataquis and northern Washington 
Counties
191 Main Street
East Millinocket, ME 04330

MOOSEHEAD OFFICE
Serving Somerset County and most of Piscataquis County
43 Lakeview Street
P.O. Box 1107
Greenville, ME 04441

WESTERN OFFICE
Serving Franklin and Oxford Counties
932 US Route 2 East
Wilton, ME 04294

Tel. (207) 287-2631

Tel. (207) 435-7970

Tel. (207) 485-8354
(207) 399-2176

Tel. (207) 215-4685
(207)592-4448

Tel. (207) 349-0941
(207) 557-2874

Tel. (207) 670-7492
(207) 670-7493

Cannabis-Specific LUPC Land Use 
Standards

Based on the unique impacts of cannabis 
businesses, the LUPC has adopted 
cannabis-specific land use standards that 
address the impacts from odor and 
lighting. These standards can be found in 
the LUPC's Chapter 10 Land Use Districts 
and Standards, Section 10.27,S,4 for 
commercial businesses and by reference 
in Section 10.27,N for home-based 
businesses. Additionally, Maine statute 
requires that establishments and signage 
be a minimum of 1,000 feet from the 
property line of a pre-existing public or 
private school (28-B MRS §403,2,A and 
§702,1,C).

Towns, Plantations, and 
Townships – Zoning Needs

If a town, plantation, or county (in the 
case of townships) is considering whether 
to allow some or all types of cannabis 
establishments but has questions or 
concerns about where current LUPC 
zoning would allow them to locate, the 
town, plantation, or county should contact 
the LUPC. The LUPC will work with 
government officials to answer questions 
and may be able to address specific 
concerns, such as a change in zoning.

 Home Cultivation for Personal 
Use

Home cultivation of up to six mature 
cannabis plants per person is allowed 
(28-B MRS §1502). This activity does not 
require a permit from the LUPC.

Helpful Links
The Office of Cannibis Policy:
www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/
LUPC Rules:
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/lupc/laws_
rules/index.shtml



Background

Cannabis cultivation and possession of 
certain amounts were legalized in 2016, 
followed by the creation of a marketplace 
in 2018, through Public Law 2017 Ch. 
409. Cannabis businesses are overseen 
by the Department of Administrative and 
Financial Services (DAFS) through the 
Office of Cannabis Policy (OCP). The OCP 
is responsible for licensing, compliance, 
and general oversight of adult and 
medical use cannabis in Maine.

What Types of Cannabis 
Businesses Are Allowed?

Allowed with Local Opt-in: Retail, 
cultivation, manufacturing and testing 
facilities 

Not allowed: Social clubs

Note: Licensed cultivation facilities can 
range in size but must have less than 
20,000 square feet of plant canopy, 
except as provided in 28-B MRS § 304.

Requirements for Opening an 
Adult Use Cannabis Business 

Local Opt-in – Towns, plantations, or 
county commissioners (in the case of 
townships) must affirmatively vote to allow 
cannabis establishments (opt-in). The 
types allowed may be specified. In a town 
or plantation, the legislative body (e.g., 
residents at a town meeting) must vote to 
opt-in and allow establishments within the 
town or plantation. In a township, the 
county commissioners must vote to opt-in.

Requirements Continued…

OCP Conditional Licensing – A person 
seeking to open a cannabis establishment 
must first obtain a conditional license from 
the OCP. Upon receipt of a conditional 
license, the applicant will receive a Local 
Authorization Form. This form asks the local 
officials (towns and plantations) or county 
commissioners (townships) and the LUPC to 
confirm to the OCP that the licensee has 
obtained local approvals and permits. 

First: Local approval – All local 
approvals, permits, or licenses – not 
relating to land use planning and 
development – required by the town, the 
plantation, or the county commissioners 
(in the case of townships) must be 
obtained and certified by local officials 
using the Local Authorization Form.

Second: LUPC Permitting – The 
applicant must obtain an LUPC permit for 
the proposed land use activity and any 
associated development (see “When do I 
need a LUPC permit” in this brochure). 
Land use permitting must be confirmed 
by the LUPC on the Local Authorization 
form.

Note: Applicants may begin the LUPC 
permitting process before or alongside 
application for a conditional license with the 
OCP. Local approval is required prior to LUPC 
issuing a permit.

Active OCP License – Once the Local 
Authorization form is approved by OCP, the 
applicant will be invited to apply for active 
licensure. An active license is required to 
begin operations and must be renewed every 
year, which will require submission of a Local 
Authorization Renewal form.

When do I need a LUPC permit?
Any new cannabis business must get a 
permit, which authorizes a new land use 
activity and any associated development. 
This is the case even when a business is 
moving into an already existing building.

Commercial Businesses: The LUPC 
categorizes most cannabis businesses as 
“commercial or industrial”. These 
categories are allowed, depending on the 
size, with a permit in general development 
(D-GN) or commercial and industrial 
development subdistricts (D-CI). Types of 
cannabis business are limited in the D-
GN2, D-GN3, and D-ES development 
subdistricts in the Rangeley region and D-
RB (rural business) subdistrict in 
Aroostook and Washington counties. 
Rezoning may be required if a desired 
location is not one of the above 
subdistricts.

Note: Large developments could require a 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Site Law Permit with LUPC certification in 
place of an LUPC development permit.

Home-based Business:
If the proposed cannabis 
business meets the 
definition of a home-
based business, the 
establishment would be 
allowed in additional 
subdistricts. A permit
may be required, 
depending on the 
subdistrict and whether
the business is classified as a minor or 
major home-based business, as defined in 
Chapter 2 of LUPC rules.

LUPC
Regions



























 

County of Aroostook 
COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE  

 
   COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR                                                                         COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
  
                 RYAN D. PELLEITER                                  NORMAN l. FOURNIER 

                                       WALLAGRASS 

 
  FACILITIES & IT DIRECTOR                        PAUL J. UNDERWOOD 

                                                                                             PRESQUE ISLE 

            BRYAN V. JANDREAU 

                         WILLIAM T. DOBBINS 

                                                                    HOULTON 

                                  
      

 

May 16, 2024 

 

TO:  Ryan D. Pelletier, County Administrator 

 

FR:  Bryan V. Jandreau, Facilities & IT Director 

 

RE:  Maintenance Worker Hire Recommendation 

 

Over the past weeks we received thirty-five applications for the vacant position of maintenance worker at our 

Houlton location. Our hiring team included Christina Theriault, Human Resources Director, Christopher Tarr, 

Maintenance Supervisor, Shawn Howe, Maintenance Worker II and me. Two candidates were interviewed. 

Background check and references were completed. Our hiring team all agreed on Mr. James Barton. 

 

Mr. Barton has twenty years of experience with carpentry/construction from both a family business and 

private industry. He also has several years of experience in the milling industry as a leadman on the finishing 

end of milling. Additionally, he has worked as a woodshop supervisor for a number of years. His past work 

has also afforded him the opportunity to learn how to maintain and service several types of equipment. All 

members of our hiring team agreed that Mr. Barton would make a good fit with our maintenance department 

and be a benefit to the County of Aroostook. 

 

It is my recommendation that the County of Aroostook hire James Barton as a maintenance worker for our 

Houlton Building Complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURTHOUSE, 144 SWEDEN STREET, SUITE 1, CARIBOU, MAINE  04736 

Tel:  (207) 493-3318   Fax:  (207) 493-3491   e-mail:  bryan.jandreau@aroostook.me.us 























NORTH LAKES FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
158 SWEDEN STREET • CARIBOU, MAINE 04736 

PH: 207-493-4328 • FX: 207-493-4357 
www.northlakesfireandrescue.org 

darren@aroostookema.com 
 
 

   

DARREN R. WOODS 
FIRE CHIEF 

 
 

DERRICK OUELLETTE 
DEPUTY CHIEF 

 

 
 

DAN MOLAVER 

BELANGER 
CAPTAIN 

Cross Lake Station 
 
 

JOEY LEVESQUE 
CAPTAIN 

Sinclair Station 
 
 

LANE MOIR 
CAPTAIN 

Madawaska Lake Station 
 
 
 

DON ENO 
LIEUTENANT 

 
 
 

ALEX LAPORTE 
LIEUTENANT 

 
 

WILL POLS 
LIEUTENANT 

 
 
 

GARY LANGLEY 
Safety Officer 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:    Ryan Pelletier, County Administrator 
 
FROM:   Darren R. Woods, Fire Chief 
 
RE:    North Lakes Fire Department  
 
Date:  6 - 3 – 2024 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We would like to present a new member for acceptance to the North Lakes 
Fire & Rescue as a Firefighter: 
 

- Garth Johnson   - Stockholm 
 
 

Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
After this one is added, our roster will have 37 firefighters, 4 communications 
people, 2 junior firefighters and 1 chaplain for a total of 43 members.  
(including the Chief & Deputy Chief)   
 
 
Our goal is 50.  You can only count on 1/3 of your roster to be available 
during an emergency which (at 50) would be 17 members.  While this number 
is still small, it is a number that you can work with. 
 
 
The nature of volunteerism has people coming and going frequently.  While 
we try to retain them as long as possible, life changes happen so we do have 
people coming and going often. 
 
 











                                                    Aroostook County           Peter A. Johnson, Sheriff 

                      Sheriff’s Office   Erica L. Pelletier, Chief Deputy 
 

                     
                      

                    Patrol                      Transportation                      Corrections                      Civil Process                     
 

FAITHFULLY SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS SINCE 1839 
 

25 School St., Suite 216, Houlton, ME 04730         Tel: 207-532-3471          Fax: 207-532-7319 
 

Memorandum 
To: Peter A. Johnson, Sheriff 

From: Commander Craig L. Clossey,  

cc:  

Date: May 24, 2024 

Re: Part-time to Full-time Officer  

  
 
Sheriff, 
 
Daniel Bowman of Ashland, Maine, has applied for the full-time Corrections Officer position. 
Officer Bowman is a full-time certified corrections officer in Maine and California. He is also a full-time supervisor at 
the Mountain View Corrections Facility and a part-time Corrections Officer for the Aroostook County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Officer Bowman has passed all testing and background checks successfully. 
 
I recommend that Officer Bowman be hired as a full-time Corrections Officer. Based on his seven years of 
experience and training, I recommend starting at the 8-year step for corrections officers, with a start date of June 
3rd, 2024, at 0800. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Cmdr. 
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