
MINUTES 
 

AROOSTOOK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2024 – 10:00 AM 

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING ROOM – CARIBOU COURTHOUSE 
 

Present: 
Paul J. Underwood, Chair, County Commissioner  
Norman L. Fournier, County Commissioner 
William Dobbins, County Commissioner 
Ryan D. Pelletier, County Administrator 
Dana Gendreau, Finance Director 
Tammy Pelletier, Operations Assistant 
Erica Pelletier, Chief Deputy 
Paul Bernier, Community Services Director 
Steve Pelletier, ARPA Administrator  
Derrick Ouellette, Deputy Director EMA 
Peter Johnson, Sheriff 
Leo Trudel, LUPC via Zoom 
Melissa Lizotte, Bangor Daily News 
 
 
ART. 1.  Commissioner Paul Underwood called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 
 
ART. 2.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ART. 3.   Commissioner Underwood opened the floor for a public comment period.   
  

No public comments. 
            
ART. 4.  MOTION: 

Motion by William Dobbins, seconded by Norman Fournier to approve the agenda 
for August 20, 2024. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 

 
ART. 5. Commissioner Underwood entertained a motion for approval of the July 17, 2024 

Commissioners’ Meeting minutes and the August 7, 2024 Grivois Road Public 
Hearing minutes. 

 
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to approve the meeting 
minutes of July 17, 2024 and August 7, 2024. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
ART. 6. The County Commissioners approved and signed the following: 

 
 A) Attendance record. 
 B) Bills and warrants. 
 C)  BYOB Permit - Benedicta 



  
 MOTION: 

 Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to approve the BYOB 
permit for Benedicta. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed.  
 
ART. 7. Mr. Leo Trudel, LUPC Board Member, presented an update on LUPC activities. 
 
ART. 8. Mr. Ryan Pelletier presented for consideration a recommendation to appoint 4 new 

members to the Jail Study Commission.  Penny Thompson, Caribou City Manager; 
Jeremy Smith, Houlton Town Manager; Todd Collins, District Attorney; Heidi 
Rackliffe, ACAP Program Director.  This will bring the commission to 13 members. 

 
  
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to appoint Penny 
Thompson, Jeremy Smith, Todd Collins and Heidi Rackliffe to the Jail Study 
Commission. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 
 

ART. 9. Mrs. Dana Gendreau presented for consideration the fiscal year-end vacation & sick 
accrual expense recommendation. 

 
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to approve the fiscal 
year-end vacation & sick accrual expense. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 

 
ART. 10. Mrs. Dana Gendreau presented for consideration the quarterly financials for period 

ending 06/30/2024. 
 
 MOTION: 

Motion by William Dobbins, seconded by Norman Fournier to approve the quarterly 
financial report for period ending 06/30/2024. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 
 

ART. 11.  Mrs. Dana Gendreau presented for consideration to rollover FY24 General Fund 
balances for auditing expense and Registry of Deeds North to reserve accounts. 

  
 MOTION: 

Motion by William Dobbins, seconded by Norman Fournier to the rollover of $7,000 
to an Auditing Reserve account. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 



 
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to expense $8,000 using 
the Capital budget 06/30/2024 to rollover to the Registry of Deeds North Capital 
Reserve account. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 

 
ART. 12. Mr. Paul Bernier presented for consideration a recommendation to rollover FY24 UT 

Fund balances to Capital accounts. 
 
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to rollover $1,743.77 to 
the Connor Recreation Capital account and $11,198.98 to the UT Roads & Bridges 
Capital account. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 
 

ART. 13. On behalf of Darren Woods, Mr. Derrick Ouellette presented for consideration the 
hiring recommendation of Justin Albert as North Lakes Firefighter. 

 
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to approve the hiring of 
Justin Albert as North Lakes Firefighter. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 

 
ART. 14. Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the recommissions of Deputy 

Benjamin Boutilier, Deputy Andrew Tomah, and Commander Craig Clossey. 
 
 MOTION: 

Motion by William Dobbins, seconded by Norman Fournier to approve the 
recommissions of Benjamin Boutilier, Andrew Tomah, and Craig Clossey. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 
 

ART. 15.  Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the recommendation for the sale 
of a surplus 2019 Ford Explorer with the highest bidder being Embelton Auto Sales 
for $2,800. 

  
 MOTION: 

Motion by William Dobbins, seconded by Norman Fournier to approve the sale of a 
2019 Ford Explorer to Embelton Auto Sales for $2,800. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed. 
 

ART. 16.  Sheriff Peter Johnson presented for consideration the recommendation to donate a 
surplus 2008 Ford Econoline van to the Town of Limestone. 



  
 MOTION: 

Motion by Norman Fournier, seconded by Paul Underwood to approve the donation 
of a 2008 Ford Econoline van to the Town of Limestone. 
 
VOTE: 
Motion voted on and passed (2-0). Commissioner William Dobbins abstained. 

 
ART. 17. County Commissioner’s Report 
  
 Commissioner Fournier reported that reserves are at about $3 million for pending 

claims.  Last month saw 14 claims closed and 9 new claims, with several very large 
claims where $759,000 has been set aside.  Car accidents are the most common 
claim.  The board is looking at options to possibly set a high increase to the 
deductibles versus all counties paying a significant increase in premiums.  
Insurance could go up 25-30% for the renewal.  The MCCA will be awarding their 
$10,000 Safe Driver award. Aroostook County has not gotten an award in several 
years.  The FOAA information requested by the ACLU is almost complete.  There will 
be a workshop in October, fully paid by the MCCA for up to 3 members of the 
County.  The workshop will cover trends, risks and laws. 

 
 There is a bill in congress to help support funding for ambulance service calls.  

Currently, if an ambulance is dispatched, but does not transport a patient the 
insurances/Medicaid does not reimburse for the service call. 

 
 Several years ago, a law went into effect that Counties have to submit their jail audit 

yearly and it cannot be a combined audit.  We are working to complete the audits by 
October 15. 

 
ART. 18. Other Business 
 
 No other business 
 
ART. 19. Adjournment. 

  
 MOTION: 

A motion was made by Norman Fournier, seconded by William Dobbins to adjourn 
the meeting at 11:11 am. 

 
VOTE: 

 Motion voted on and passed. 
 
 
ATTEST:  A True Copy     ____________________________________ 
of Commissioners’ Meeting     
        ____________________________________   
                                                                             

                                                                                        ____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Ryan D. Pelletier               AROOSTOOK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
County Administrator      DATE:  September 18, 2024 



STATE OF MAINE                                                                                                     COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AROOSTOOK, SS.                                                                             ROAD MAINTENANCE PROCEEDING 

 
 

IN RE: Grivois Road         ) 
           ) FINDINGS AND ORDER 

Town of Grand Isle        ) 
 
 
 Upon a petition dated April 24, 2024, pursuant to 23 M.R.S.A  §3652, The Aroostook 
County  Commissioners, having been satisfied that one of the municipal oƯicers of the 
Town of Grand Isle had five days actual notice or knowledge of the defective condition of 
the Grivois Road, so-called, viewed the Grivois Road on August 7, 2024 and held a public 
hearing in Grand Isle on said petition.  Upon said view and hearing, the Commissioners do 
find one part of the Grivois Road to be “unsafe and inconvenient” as provided in said 
statute. 
 
 In general, the Commissioners found virtually all of the statements of property 
owners and residents along the Grivois Road to be supported by the physical appearance 
of the road; and that one specific section of the road is in fact unsafe and inconvenient, 
particularly at certain times of the year with regard to weather and spring run-oƯ 
conditions. 
 
 The Commissioners did take note of the comments and documentary evidence 
submitted by the municipal oƯicials, which indicated that Grivois Road was not necessarily 
in any worse condition than other roads in the community; and that municipal budget 
constraints may have contributed to the lack of appropriate maintenance of the road.   
 
 Having found one part of Grivois Road unsafe and inconvenient in one specific area, 
the Commissioners sought technical input from the Aroostook County Community 
Services Director; and his findings and recommendations are incorporated herein, as 
follows: 
 

1. The area that was examined and determined to be in need of action is the area that 
was impassable in the Spring of the year. The order is to check-chaining asphalt 
millings in this area that was identified as problematic. (Vehicles sinking, road 
surface eroding, etc.)  The millings shall be compacted with a vibratory roller and 
lastly as with the other areas examined, cut the shoulders to allow for road surface 
drainage. 

 



ACCORDINGLY, IT IS HEREBY PRESCRIBED that said repairs be made within 45 days 
hereof.  
 
Dated:  September 18, 2024    Aroostook County Commissioners 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Paul J. Underwood 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Norman L. Fournier 
 
        ________________________________ 
        William T. Dobbins 
 
 
Recommendation Only, Not Ordered, however, the Town of Grand Isle should consider 
the following as constructive input regarding the road surface management of all 
gravel surfaced roads: 
 
Overall, the road surface is suƯiciently crowned and graveled. Recommendation is to cut 
shoulders to all for drainage.  Ditches should be cleared of sediment and stabilized. 
Culverts along the road and crossing the road should be checked for debris and blockages 
and cleaning of any such conditions should be completed. 
 



 

WARRANT 
 

State of Maine County of Aroostook 
 

To Denise Sinclair, a resident in the Township of Sinclair (T17R4), County of 

Aroostook. GREETINGS: 

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters 
of Sinclair (T17R4), in said County, qualified by law to vote in township affairs to meet 
at the Sinclair Senior Center, the 16th of October, A.D. 2024, at one o’clock in the 
afternoon (October 16, 2024 at 1:00 p.m.), to act on the following articles to wit: 

ART. 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 
 

ART. 2. To nominate and elect one (1) voting resident of Sinclair (T17R4) to the 
Sinclair Sanitary District Board of Trustees for a term of three (3) years. 

 
Given unto our hands this 18th day of September, A.D. 2024. 

 

 

 

Paul J. Underwood 
County Commissioner 

 
 

 

Norman L. Fournier 
County Commissioner 

 
Attest: A true copy of Warrant: 

 
 

 

 
 

Ryan D. Pelletier 
County Administrator/Clerk 

 
COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK, ss 

William T. Dobbins 
County Commissioner 

 
Pursuant to the within warrant, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of Sinclair by 
posting a warrant at the Sinclair Senior Citizens Center, the Sinclair Post Office 
Building and Martin’s General Store being conspicuous places in said Township on the 
______day of September, A.D. 2024. 

 
 
 
 

Denise Sinclair 













                                                    Aroostook County           Peter A. Johnson, Sheriff 

                      Sheriff’s Office   Erica L. Pelletier, Chief Deputy 
 

                     
                      

                    Patrol                      Transportation                      Corrections                      Civil Process                     
 

FAITHFULLY SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS SINCE 1839 
 

25 School St., Suite 216, Houlton, ME 04730         Tel: 207-532-3471          Fax: 207-532-7319 
 

Memorandum 
To: Peter A. Johnson, Sheriff 

From: Commander Craig L. Clossey,  

cc:  

Date: September 5, 2024 

Re: One Part-Time Corrections Officer 

  
 
Sheriff, 
 
We have one applicant for an open part-time corrections position. 
 
Joshua Sierra of Millinocket has successfully applied and passed all applicable tests and background checks. 
 
I recommend that Mr. Sierra start at step 10 or ($20.02) as a part-time corrections officer due to his experience, 
education, and competitiveness in the job market.  I would like him to start on September 9, 2024, at 0900 to 
dovetail into the existing training course for new officers that is currently ongoing. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Cmdr. 
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