
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK

Pursuant to and in accordance with MRSA 23, Chapter 301 a 
Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, December 17, 
2025, at 12 p.m. at the Caribou Courthouse – Administrative 
Hearing Room – 144 Sweden St, Caribou, Maine 04736.

The purpose of the Public Hearing is for the Aroostook County 
Commissioners to hear petitioners on their request to alter a 
winter road closure order dated September 17, 2025 and 
extend winter road maintenance on the Devoe Brook Road, 
Eagle Lake.

Paul J. Underwood, Chair
Aroostook County Commissioners

ATTEST: A True Copy:
Ryan D. Pelletier
County Administrator

December 10, 2025



Title 23: TRANSPORTATION

Part 3: LOCAL HIGHWAY LAW

Chapter 301: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Subchapter 6: MISCELLANEOUS

§2953. Closing of roads in winter

1. Announcement of winter closing of roads.  The municipal officers may on their own initiative, or upon

petition by 7 legal voters of the municipality, at any time between May 1st and October 1st of any year, set forth that

any road or roads, or portion thereof, in the municipality are so located with reference to population, use and travel

thereon, that it is unnecessary to keep the road or roads maintained and open for travel during the months of

November, December, January, February, March and April or any part of these months.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

2. Notice and hearing.   Prior to an announcement under subsection 1 (../23/title23sec2953.html), the

municipal officers shall hold a hearing on the proposed winter closing of a road or roads or portion thereof. The

municipal officers shall place a written notice of the hearing in some conspicuous, public place in the municipality at

least 7 days before the hearing.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

3. Order of closing.   After a hearing under subsection 2 (../23/title23sec2953.html), the municipal officers

shall file with the municipal clerk any order specifying the location of the road, the months or portions thereof for

which it is to be closed and for how many years, not to exceed 10, the closing shall be operative. The legislative body

of the municipality shall by vote either approve each order or provide that orders so made by the municipal officers

shall be a final determination.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

4. Alteration of order.  The municipal officers may on their own initiative, or upon petition by 7 legal voters of

the municipality, at any time subsequent to one year from the date of a final determination, after notice and hearing,

annul, alter or modify the original determination. The municipal officers shall file with the municipal clerk an order

specifying any decision to annul, alter or modify, which shall not become final until the legislative body of the

municipality by vote either approves each order or provides that orders so made by the municipal officers are a final

determination.

[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

5. Appeal.  The final determination by the legislative body or the municipal officers may be appealed to the

board of county commissioners of the county in which the municipality lies, upon petition by 7 legal voters of the

municipality within 30 days after the final determination is made. In an appeal before a board of county

commissioners, the decision of the commissioners shall be governed by the standards set forth in this section.

10/27/25, 9:46 AM Title 23, §2953: Closing of roads in winter

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/23/title23sec2953.html 1/2

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/23/title23sec2953.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/23/title23sec2953.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/23/title23sec2953.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/23/title23sec2953.html


[PL 1981, c. 215 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1979, c. 410 (RPR). PL 1979, c. 597, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1981, c. 215 (RPR).

The Revisor 's Office cannot provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.

If  you need legal advice, please consult a qualif ied attorney.
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Eagle Lake - Maine Municipal 
Assocation consultation re: winter 
road closure order



Eagle Lake Minutes 
November 2009



Municipal Officers Order
November 2009





September 2025 
Public Hearing 
Notice - Eagle Lake



Eagle Lake Minutes
September 2025

















From: manager@townofeaglelake.org <manager@townofeaglelake.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2025 10:57 AM 
To: Tammy Pelletier <tammy.pelletier@aroostook.me.us> 
Subject: RE: Public Hearing 

Please review. I marked where our plowing currently ends. I marked where the Hiltons 
are requesting our plowing ends. I also marked where their homestead is.  

When the town drafted the article for town meeting in 2009, the goal was to protect tax 
payers from having to increase the municipal budget when someone  
purchased property outside of our regularly maintained roadways. Many of these roads 
were not intended to be year round roads. They were farm roads, logging roads and 
woods roads to access private property. People began purchasing lots and expecting 
the municipality to increase services.  

We have the Goodmans that are three miles beyond where we stop plowing. Julia 
Levina purchased a camp located at 254 Convent Road, well beyond where we stop 
plowing at 135 Convent Road.  

In all three cases major road upgrades will be needed to maintain these roads year 
round. In each case, for a few households.  

Once word gets out that the Hiltons successfully challenged and were successful, we 
will see the other property owners do the same. This will create havoc with other 
communities that close roads to winter maintenance as well as the Unorganized 
Territories of Aroostook County.  

Regards, 

John Sutherland, Eagle Lake Town Manager 
Town of Eagle Lake  | 36 Devoe Brook Road| Eagle Lake, Maine 04739 
Telephone: (207) 444-5511     Fax (207) 444-2810 
Website: www.townofeaglelake.org 

Additional Information from
Eagle Lake
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